BIBLE QUIZ # 1

Designated questions

1. Who was the governor of Syria when Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken?

A:  Quirinius  (2:2)

2. In Jesus’ parable of the persistent widow, who did not fear God or care about men?

A:  A judge (18:2)

3. Along with the rich who did Jesus see putting a gift into the temple treasury?

A:  The poor widow (21:2)

4. In Luke 14, on what day of the week was Jesus going to the house of a prominent Pharisees to eat a meal?

A: The Sabbath (14:1)

5. After healing many people in Capernaum, Jesus went to a solitary place. What did Jesus say when the people came to where he was and tired to keep him from leaving?

A: “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also (because that is why I was sent) (4:43)

6. In the parable of the Lost Son, what did the older son claim the father had never given him to celebrate with his friends?

A: A young goat (15:29)

7. Who is like the man who built a house on the ground without a foundation?

A:  The one who hears Jesus’ words and does not put them into practice (6:49)

8. To whom did Jesus say, "you are worried and upset about many things, but only one thing is needed.”

A: To Martha 10:41

Buzzer questions

9. What was another name for the Passover? 

A: The Feast of Unleavened Bread (22:1)

10. What two things does Luke say about the tomb Jesus was put in?

A: It was cut in rock and no one else had yet been laid in it (23:53)

11. Who did Luke write an orderly account to?

A:  Most excellent Theophilus  (1:3)

12. How many disciples did Jesus send out “two by two ahead of him”?

A:  72 (10:1)

13. What town did the centurion with the sick servant live in?

A: Capernaum (7:1)

14. According to Jesus, what do the teachers of the law do with widows' houses?

A:  Devour them (20:47)

15.  According to Jesus, what is the “yeast of the Pharisees”? 

A:  Hypocrisy 12:1

16.  When Jesus sent out the Twelve, what two things did he give them power and authority to do?

A: (1) Drive out demons and (2) to cure diseases (9:1)

Team Questions

17.   The youth pastor of Evergreen Mennonite Church announced from the pulpit that she was starting a Faith Exploration class (toward baptism & church membership) for the youth, meeting Saturday mornings. That afternoon as the quiz team met to study, people began to check in with each other, asking who is going to those sessions. Clearly they were in different spaces about that; not everyone was ready to make that kind of commitment, for a variety of reasons, though some were eager to join. Then they started studying the parable of the sower in Luke 8. Bonnie noticed immediately a possible connection between that story and their various responses to the pastor’s invitation.

Briefly retell the parable, drawing out the meanings Jesus intended his hearers to understand. Draw parallels between this story and the group’s response to the invitation to consider church membership studies.

Answer

	20 Points for Understanding Biblical Context
	20 Points for Applying the Bible to Today’s Context

	Luke 8:4-15

5 pts. for each of the four responses in the parable

· seeds sown along the path are those who hear, then the devil takes away the word from their heart

· seeds on the rock are those who receive the word with joy, but have no root, in a time of testing they fall away

· seed among the thorns stands for those who hear, but are choked by life’s worries, riches and pleasure, so do not mature

· seed on good soil stands for those who hear the word, retain it and by persevering produce a crop


	5 pts. for possible parallel applications (eg)

· some immediately reject even the possibility of such discussions, they want nothing to do with church membership.

· some seem eager at first, say they are ready, but then their hockey practice or other activities interfere and they hardly ever show up

· some seem ready to enter the class, but they have two part-time jobs and cannot seem to find the time – and they do need the money

· and some simply negotiate with the group and find a way to make the time, because they see this as an important part of their faith journey.

Or any other reasonable points of application that parallel the biblical story.



18. Luke chapter 11 begins with teaching the disciples a slightly different version of the Lord’s Prayer than the more popular prayer most of us know from Matthew.  In this version, Jesus cuts the prayer short and uses two illustrations - a knock at a door and a child’s request - to explain some important aspects about prayer.  


As you’ve been studying this chapter for the MCEC annual Bible quiz, you’ve heard some people from the church talking about prayer.  One woman has recently lost her young husband to cancer, and she is distraught—thinking that maybe she did not pray hard enough and that this is why her husband died. 


Retell each of the two illustrations that Jesus uses to make his point(s) about the prayer he taught to the disciples.  Also name the lesson he draws from each illustration.


How you would begin responding to this distressed woman in your church if she would come to you for advice.

Answer:

	20 Points for Understanding Biblical Context
	20 Points for Applying the Bible to Today’s Context

	Luke 11: 1-13

10 10 pts (5 each) for each of the two illustrations retold 

· persistent man at the door asking for three loaves of bread; the man of the house resists, but eventually goes to help

· child asking for a fish or an egg; how would you respond? 

     10 pts (5 each)  for articulating Jesus’ point for the illustration

· persistence: ask and you shall receive; seek and you shall find

· if you know how to give a good gift to a child…how much more does God know!
	· 20 pts. for expressing both the importance of praying with persistence for the things that matter… AND the acceptance that although prayers are not nearly always answered in the ways they are prayed, our faith calls us to trust that God knows how to give us what is good for us; what we need.   Consideration for points may need to be weighted according to the judges’ discretion on this one.  


Buzzer questions

19.  The word of God came to John in the desert during the high priesthood of whom?

A:  Annas and Caiaphas  3:2

20.  What day of the week did the women go to Jesus’ tomb?

A: The first (24:1)

21.  On the day the Son of Man is revealed what will happen that night with two people in one bed?

A:  “One will be taken, the other left” (17:34)

22.  Where was Zechariah the prophet killed?

A:  Between the altar and the sanctuary 11:51

23.  What did Jesus long to do to the children of the city of Jerusalem?

A: Gather them together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings (13:34)

24.  When Jesus went in to see Jairus’ daughter, who did He allow to enter with him?

A: Peter, James, John, child’s father and mother (8:51)

25.  What lake was Jesus standing by when the people were crowding around him and listening to the word of God?

A: The Lake of Gennesaret. (5:1)

Alternate questions

26.  In the parable of the shrewd manager, who was accused of wasting the rich man’s possessions?

A:  The rich man’s manager (16:1)

27.  What physical evidence did Jesus offer as proof to his disciples that it was really him after the resurrection?

A: His feet and hands (the holes in them) (22:39-40)
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